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Forever in our Hearts: Honouring the Beautiful Life and
Enduring Legacy of Mou Roychowdhutry—my Boudi

Dr. Sanku Bose

n the grand tapestry of life, there are certain threads woven so
Iintricately together that their presence becomes an integral part
of our very existence. Such was the bond of friendship I shared
with Mou Boudi. As I sit here today, grappling with the weight
of her absence, I find solace in the kaleidoscope of memories of
the moments I was fortunate enough to spend with her. And every

moment seems to sparkle with the light of the unconditional love, :
faith and trust that she bestowed upon me. I can only hope that, in == {8
her eyes, | had managed to live up to her expectations.

It seems like yesterday that I first met her, yet it was almost 22 years

[T

ago. | was living in the USA, and my close involvement with the
annual North American Bengali Conference (Banga Sammelan) was
the grand catalyst that first brought us together. I can vividly recollect
the day I first met Mou Boudi at their Salt Lake residence.From the
first moment our paths crossed, a bond was forged that time could
never erode. She loved and cherished the arts and culture of Bengal
and this was the shared passion that first helped our friendship to
blossom. She started calling me “Sanku” and I called her “Boudi”
and these terms of endearment seemed to further strengthen the
kinship that we shared. It was years later that she found out that I
was actually many years elder to her, but by then our brother-sister
bond was so strong that neither of us were comfortable with any
other form of addressing each other.
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With time, as I came to India or she went to the USA, our meetings
became more frequent. They travelled every year for the NABC.
When I was made the Secretary of the NABC in 2006 and then the
President in 2015, the entire cultural extravaganza was planned and
organized by Boudi. What surprised me was that she seemed to be
on first name terms with almost all the performing artists and film
personalities from Kolkata. Such was her love of Bengali culture.
Once, she cooked at my place in Houston and I found out that her
love for cooking is just as strong as her love for the arts.

Neither of us seemed to realize how or when our initial professional
contacts metamorphosized into this beautiful sibling relationship.
Every year, on Rakhi, regardless of whether I was in Houston or
London or for that matter anywhere else in the world, Boudi made
sure that my Rakhi reached me well in time. Without fail.Ever. She
seemed to take offence if I didn’t call her for a few days. But once
I did, and she was done with her admonishments, we were back
to being friends again. I never knew how she gained such loving
authority over my life, as only a sister can—but she did. And I
remain ever grateful that she considered me worthy of such sisterly
affection.

No wonder then that she took quite an offence when I came back to
India and joined J.K. Group in 2016. And she made her displeasure
over this very clear to me--on multiple occasions. To her it was
unimaginable that I chose to relocate to India and yet decided not
to work with her at Techno India Group. Understandably, she was
elated when I joined TIG in 2020. She was the Co-Chairperson,
and I an employee—but that never seemed to be a factor in our
relationship. In Kolkata, every occasion, be it my birthday or her’s,

R

Rakhi or Bhai Fonta—her warmth and affection touched me deeply.
Every evening, she used to call me to know about the day and share
her insights on how best to address issues at TIG. These hour-long
calls were something to look forward to and helped me immensely
to better understand and appreciate the culture at TIG. She bestowed
me with absolute trust and faith in my new role. And for her faith in
me, | remain eternally grateful. To everyone else here at TIG, she was
their “Madam” but for me she always remained my Mou Boudi—my
loving sister.

For the last two days of her life, amidst the beeping monitors of the
ICU, I stood vigil by her bedside, witnessing her relentless battle
between life and death and, in hindsight, praying for the impossible.
Despite the best efforts of the doctors, the cruel hands of fate refused
to relent, and in the end, we were left with only shattered hopes and
a profound sense of loss.

As I grapple with the magnitude of her absence, as do many others
who loved her, the void left in my heart serves as a poignant reminder
of the fragility of existence and the impermanence of earthly
possessions. To me, it seems unfair that my dearest friend, who had
such a zest for life, has been torn away from us so suddenly and so
cruelly. But such is destiny—and we have to live with it. Though she
will no longer walk beside me, no longer call me in the evenings that
seem to stretch endlessly, her essence of sisterly affection lingers in
every corner of my heart.

Farewell, my dear sister. Though you may be gone from this world,
your love will live on in my heart forever. Until we meet again, may
you rest in peace knowing that you are deeply loved and profoundly
missed.
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Deeply Saddened
Aroma Dutt, mp

e all Friends and Well-wishers from Bangladesh are deeply

& V saddened and shocked with the news of untimely demise of

Ms. Mou Roychowdhury, Co-Chairperson of Techno India Group

and Governing Body Member of Sister Nivedita University, who

was simultaneously a leading entrepreneur and a cultural activist.

I am confident that, Ms. Mou Roychowdhury will exist in all
institutions which she was steering towards Center of Excellence.
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